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British Carriagedriving 
OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council Meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council will be confirmed after 
the meeting on 16 November.

Membership Renewals: New 
membership categories
All members will receive a newsletter in 
December with a membership renewal form. 
Memberships can also be renewed on-line. 
Please take care which category you join 
as there are substantial changes which are 
detailed on the form. If you are unsure which 
option suits you, please contact the BC office 
for advice.

A.G.M. and Conference 2017
The Conference and A.G.M. took place in 
the Kegworth Hotel on Saturday 28 October. 
This year the International meeting was 
scheduled to take place before the Affiliated 
Club meeting, enabling members to attend 
both. After lunch, members reconvened for the 
A.G.M. and British Carriagedriving Annual 
Conference. The Conference Pack has been 
sent to all members by e-mail. On the day 
before, representatives from the National and 
Regional events met. Brief notes from all these 
meetings follow.

Event Organisers Meeting
• 2018 dates were noted and thanks expressed 

to the Neilsons for their commitment to 
running Catton for many years.

• The FEI have dropped their proposal to 
restrict WC qualifying events to 3* level.

• British Carriagedriving Selection Events 
for 2018 were published but due to 
concerns from some event organisers as 
to the choice of events, Council will be 
asked to reconsider their decision at the 
November meeting.

• A tender document is planned by Council 
which will invite existing events to run the 
National Championships.

• FEI qualifying events in Britain in 
2018 are Hopetoun, Sandringham and 
Royal Windsor.

• Event Survey feedback forms had 
produced valuable information for 
organisers and everyone will be 
encouraged to continue to respond in 
whatever role they attended the event.

• The stabling and electric hook up had been 
successful at the National Championships 
and Council have offered to underwrite any 
loss incurred by events who are willing to 
offer this facility in 2018.

• All organisers agreed that issues had been 
experienced with the size of areas marked 
out by drivers using electric fences and the 
lack of mats in these areas. 

• The 2018 entry form will include a note to 
say that the information supplied may be 
used by BC for the purpose of statistical 
analysis and publication of results. There 
will also be a tick box added to confirm 
that any quad bike or scooter used at 
events is insured.

Affiliated Clubs Meeting
Chris Smith facilitated this meeting and 
stressed his desire to increase contact between 
the clubs and BC.
• Delegates were reminded of the new 

membership and insurance arrangements 
and asked to ensure they highlighted 
the increased insurance provision of the 
new affiliated club membership to their 
members. This entitles club members to 
be insured at all club events, irrespective 
of which club they join, but does not 
include the cover provided by Associate 
membership of BC. 

• The improved personal accident 
insurance was highlighted which can be 
taken out by club members and cover 
tailored to suit individuals. 

• On line membership and entries were 
discussed with the relative merits of Sport 
80 and Innate considered. It was felt to be 
beneficial if the same system was used for all 
clubs and BC with clubs having independent 
access to their own area within the platform.

• Affiliation Fees for 2018 will increase slightly 
by £1/member and the minimum affiliation 
of £450 will increase to £475. 

• The procedure for awarding training grants 
is currently under review.

• Stabling is planned for National events to 
encourage greater participation.

• The training clinic programme for 2018 
is being prepared and clubs with suitable 
events to host any opportunities for judging 
were asked to contact Angela Flanagan.

• A query regarding progression to National 
and Regional events was made as some 
drivers competed at Open Club but National 
Novice. Consideration will be given to the 
possibility of introducing a more unified 
system so that clubs all had the same 
qualification / progression system, given the 
new affiliated club membership.

International meeting
This meeting was facilitated by Philip Bateman. 
He drew delegates’ attention to a wide range of 
international issues including:
• British team selection events.
• Championship dates and venues for 2018.

• Championships qualification criteria, 
dressage tests and opportunities to qualify 
in GBR.

• International dates and Championships in 
2018/19.

• FEI rule changes. 
• Julie Camm encouraged as many people as 

possible to use the British Carriagedriving 
account when booking ferries.

AGM
The AGM was a short meeting. The result of the 
election for Council was announced with James 
Broome, Patti Atkinson and Ben Freer elected 
for 3 years and Angela Flanagan for 2 years. 
The Special Resolution that the existing Articles 
of Association of the Company be updated to 
enable British Carriagedriving to become a 
Community Amateur Sports Club was passed 
unanimously.

Conference
Following the A.G.M., the Conference 
opened with reports from the Pony World 
Championships presented by Rosanna 
Walters-Symons and the Horse Pairs World 
Championships presented by Paul Sidwell. The 
Chairman congratulated everyone involved in 
competing or supporting the teams.

The Chairman then expanded on some 
points to which he wished to draw the 
members’ attention. 
• Changes to the membership structure: 

Only Full members will be eligible to 
enter Regional and National Events but 
Supporting and Associate members can 
enter one event on a ticket and Associate 
membership entitles entry to Novice 
Qualifiers. A new Personal Accident Policy 
can be purchased separately. 

• Members’ responses to the on-line event 
survey had produced a number of new 
initiatives.

• Rule changes from the FEI had been 
published and the Rules Committee will 
discuss these with Council to see which will 
be adopted by BC. 
The Treasurer then expanded on his report 

which is printed in the Conference Pack. He 
noted that a Social Media co-ordinator was to 
be appointed. Relevant content would need 
to be generated and an advert for a volunteer 
would be placed on Social Media in due 
course. He asked for any volunteers to make 
themselves known.

Other discussion points raised include:
• Initiatives to increase the number of 

members prepared to stand for election to 
Council.

• Ideas to increase participation and 
possible alternative options for National 
Championships qualification were 

suggested. The on-line survey had 
highlighted distance to events as a limiting 
factor. Retention of existing drivers 
was an area of concern.

• The choice of selection 
events and the 
Chairman confirmed 
that Council’s had 
been asked to 
reconsider this.

• A proposal to run 
an on-line survey 
to establish whether 
or not drivers 
would welcome a 
replacement for BC Test 
1A (2009) and whether 
canter should be added to the 
test for Intermediate Singles.
Jill Holah proposed a vote of thanks to the 

Neilsons and Catton. She highlighted their 
contribution to the sport over many years 
and the members acknowledged this with an 
enthusiastic round of applause.

Mary Jane Campbell presented the British 
Young Driver award. She announced the 2017 
winner was Tara Wilkinson who regularly lent 
a hand, participated successfully and was an 
excellent ambassador the sport having won 
individual gold at Minden this year. 

The Chairman presented the David 
Broadbent Memorial Trophy, in recognition 
for outstanding services by a volunteer, to 
Julian Burleton and this was warmly endorsed 
by the members.

The Chairman had chosen James Broome as 
the recipient of the 2017 Chairman’s Award and 
noted the variety of ways James supported BC.

2018 Training Clinics
National and Club Training 

Clinics will be organised 
in 2018 by British 

Carriagedriving. Further 
details of cost and a 
booking form will be 
sent to all members 
with the December 
Newsletter and 
available on the web-

site once details have 
been confirmed.

The National event runs 
in conjunction with the FEI 

training at Stow on the Wold on 
the weekend of 3/4 March. At the end 

of this, there will be a Safety Clinic which all 
delegates are invited to attend.

By rotation, in 2018, club clinics will be 
organised for Judges and Course Designers. The 
possibility of running the club judges at various 
indoor venues is being explored.

EVENTS
British Masters
This year’s British Masters saw a new venture 
for the Final including a Masterclass to show 
some of the techniques behind driving a team 
of 4 horses around a World Cup course.

Daniel Naprous and Dick Lane were hot 
favourites, with Mark Carruthers and James 
Broome competing in the series for the first 

time.  With both Dick and Dan having won 
one leg each before the Final, it was a case 
of “Winner Takes All”.  Dan put pressure on 
Dick from the start and once again wins the 
ticket to compete as the British Wildcard in the 
Driving World Cup at Olympia, The London 
International Horse Show. There is a full report 
on www.britishcarriagedriving.co.uk .

GENERAL
Vacancy: 200 Club Organiser 
Having run the 200 Club on behalf of British 
Carriagedriving for many years, Heather 
Clark now wishes to step down. British 
Carriagedriving is very grateful to Heather 
for her commitment to the 200 Club in recent 
years. Please contact the BC office if you would 
be willing to take on this role.
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Above: Dan Naprous at the Masters Final

Inset photo of Tara Wilkinson taken by Amy Mundell


