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British Carriagedriving 
OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council meeting
The date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council is Thursday 16 June. 

Council have agreed to publish the 
minutes from their meeting on the British 
Carriagedriving web-site under the menu option 
“About Us/Council” on the BC website. These 
will be draft minutes as they will not be approved 
by council until the following meeting.

EVENTS
Catton appeals for volunteers
Lesley West is co-ordinating the stewards and 
volunteers for the Catton National Event which 
runs on 6-8 May, and would love to hear from 
you if you could spare some time, particularly 
on the Saturday for the marathon. Do you 
have a spare body in your camp? Friends 
and family welcome as all necessary training 
will be provided and newcomers paired with 
experienced stewards. Please e-mail her at 
soudley@tiscali.co.uk .

Anti-doping: Be aware
BEFAR is a requirement of the BEF’s affiliation 
to the FEI and, as a BEF Member Body, BC is 
required to comply with BEFAR. So, whether a 
competitor is driving, showjumping, eventing or 
vaulting, the same rules regarding equine anti-
doping apply. The rules can be found at Annex E 
of the BEF Rule Book on the BEF website (www.
bef.co.uk).

Collectively, all substances on the Equine 
Prohibited Substances List are known as 
Prohibited Substances but the list is sub-divided 
into two groups:  

• Banned Substances which should never be 
given to a horse and/or have a high potential 
for abuse 

• Controlled Medication Substances which 
may legitimately be used in equine medicine 
but are still prohibited during competition.
If found in a horse’s sample at the time of 

competition either constitutes an Anti-Doping 
Rule Violation and will result in sanction of the 
Person Responsible.

The BEF website has more details  
www.bef.co.uk/National-Equine-Anti-Doping-
Controlled-Medication.

Please take a good look at the website 
and, at a minimum, read the Athlete’s Guide 
and download a copy of the current Equine 
Prohibited Substances List. You must make 
sure that your vet, grooms and other support 
personnel become familiar with what is and is 
not allowed under BEFAR.

The BEFAR system provides for an 
increasing number of medication control 
tests across all disciplines and every affiliated 
member can expect their horse to be tested 
at random, whether they are competing at 
grassroots level, at a National Championship or 
anywhere in between. For more information see 
the full article by Sophie Thomas, the  
Anti-Doping Programme Manager for the 
British Equestrian Federation, on page 12 of the 
2016 BC Yearbook.

If you wish to increase your familiarity with 
what is and what is not allowed, you may be 
interested in the new initiative from the  
British Grooms Association. An on-line course 
has been developed to provide education  
on the latest rules. Although aimed at 
professional grooms, this course can also be 
accessed by non-members on payment of a 
course fee of £14.50. For more information,  
visit www.britishgrooms.org.uk/groom-clean.

TUE paperwork
If your horse has been given medication prior 
to a competition which is on the Controlled 
Medication list, it is advisable to complete a 
TUE (Therapeutic Use Exemption) form. This 
can be found under Equine Anti-Doping on 
the BEF web-site www.bef.co.uk/repository/
downloads/Riders/AntiDopingEquineNational/
BEFAR_NETUE_Form_Final.pdf where you 
can also access further information regarding 
its use. 

BC Affiliated Club 
Championship
The Regional and National Entry Form on 
the web-site has been updated and now 
asks drivers to specify their main club for 
the Club Championship. Medals will be 
awarded to the drivers of the winning club 
whose scores contributed to the club’s success. 
Points allocated in the Points League will be 
transfer across and this will include all Novice 
Qualifiers. Evolution classes and Young Horse 
classes will not count.

Hopetoun National  
26-29 May
Closing Date for Entries - Thursday 12 May
Please read the information below carefully if 
you are entering the FEI classes at Hopetoun. As 
always, the Hopetoun Team are working hard 
to ensure an excellent venue for competitors. 
There will be one or two changes to the 
obstacles to give a fresh look. The usual bar and 

Dick Lane competing at Hopetoun 2015. Dick is one 
of the drivers hoping to represent GBR at the FEI 
World Four-in-Hand Championships 2016
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snack van will be on site from Thursday with 
fish and chips available on Thursday evening 
and a full catering service from Friday morning 
with a choice of main meals. The ever popular 
terrier racing takes place at 6.30pm on Friday 
and is followed by a drinks reception for all 
competitors, stewards and officials at 7.30pm. 
On Saturday evening there will be the prize 
giving with the ceilidh to follow at 8.30pm.

Hopetoun will also be running one of the 
first qualifiers for the new evolution classes. 
These classes have been designed to introduce 
and encourage competitors making the step 
from club to national and regional competition. 
Drivers already competing at national and 
regional competitions will be eligible to enter 
the evolution class qualifiers, but at the National 
Championship the evolution classes will only be 
open to club drivers not competing at national 
or regional level. For more details, please see 
the March edition of Carriage Driving (also 
available on the BC web-site under News). The 
new dressage test for this class is published on 
the BC web-site and the rules are in Annex 18 
of the BC Rule Book.

Windsor Park Regional  
4-5 June
Closing Date for Entries - Monday 20 May
Windsor Park Regional Event offers a varied 
marathon route and a selection of post and 
rail obstacles. On site catering is available 
on Saturday and Sunday and there will be 
an organised dinner with entertainment on 
Saturday night.

INTERNATIONAL
International classes at 
Hopetoun and Sandringham
If you are planning to enter the FEI classes at 
Hopetoun and Sandringham, the respective 

entry secretaries of these events will forward 
your details to the BC office to enable the 
information to be uploaded into the FEI Entry 
System. Please enter on the normal National 
Event Entry Form. Remember, drivers entering 
the FEI classes must be registered as must all 
the horses/ponies. If you do not already have an 
FEI passport for your horse or pony, please note 
you do not need one for a 2* event in your own 
country; FEI registrations suffice.

If you are registering your horse or pony 
for the first time, please complete a passport 
application form (not a horse/pony registration 
form) as all this information, including the 
microchip number, is required to enter a horse 
into the FEI database. Only tick the registration 
box and send the form with the £15 fee.

FEI 2* Classification
Until such time as the FEI change their Rule 
Book, any driver who has completed three 
national events, irrespective of the class, can be 
classified in the FEI database as a 2* driver. If 
you fulfil these criteria and have not previously 
been registered with the FEI, your name can 
be added to the list of 2* drivers by sending an 
FEI registration form with the £15 fee to the BC 
office. If you wish to check your status with the 
FEI database, you can find the link to drivers 
and horses under the International Section of 
the BC web-site. Alternatively, contact the BC 
office by phone on 0845 643 2116 or by e-mail 
to email@britishcarriagedriving.co.uk. 

Please remember that the FEI classification 
does not confer the right to compete 
internationally on the driver. You must also 
comply with the BC Rule Book, Annex 16, 4.11. 

1* Rule Change
Annex 16, 4.11 in the BC Rule Book has been 
amended with immediate effect to now read;

Before entering their first international event 
at FEI 2* Level or above, athletes must achieve 
the qualifying dressage score applicable to their 
class for a World Championship on at least one 

occasion. They must complete the event without 
retiral or elimination with any permutation 
of horses or ponies. An application seeking 
Council approval should then be made with the 
athlete’s competition record as evidence of their 
ability to consistently achieve an appropriate 
standard to represent Great Britain abroad.

This has been amended to allow more people 
to enter the FEI 1* event at Sandringham. 

Planning a move to 
International competition?
Council has agreed that a form should be 
completed and submitted to the BC office 
when requesting permission to embark on an 
international driving career. This is available on 
the web-site under Information/Forms. 

GENERAL

It’s a boy
Gordon and Lindsey were visited by the stork 
on 5 February. They have named him Callum 
Stewart Tyas Paice. His proud mum says: “We 
are both delighted and enjoying every moment 
with him. He has already been introduced to 
our horses and I’m sure it won’t be long until he 
is at one of the driving events.”

Left: Christine Twigg driving at Catton in 2015.  
Photo: Jane Wilson 


