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OFFICIAL NEWS 
Council Meeting
� e date for the next meeting of the British 
Carriagedriving Council will be 23 March. 

Club Judges South Clinic
With the announcement of the date for the 
popular Carriage Fair run by Brockham 
Harness Club, it has been necessary to change 
the date of the Club Judges South Clinic. 
Anyone who had already booked has been 
contacted with the revised date. � e booking 
form on the web-site now re� ects the new date 
and venue which is at Cricklands and will run in 
conjunction with the pre-season training event 
on Saturday 5 March.

Marathon Bib Sale 
Fancy a new marathon bib for the new season? 
With the range of on-line retailers now 
available, BC no longer stocks merchandise. 
� e � nal items to be cleared are marathon bibs. 
� ese are black and adjustable for a comfortable 
� t. � ese are available at £6.50 including P&P.

EVENTS
New classes for 
Carriagedriving 
� e Council of BC has been working on a 
number of initiatives to try and encourage 
more new members to join BC and its a�  liated 
clubs, and to encourage more club members 
to progress to National and Regional level 
competitions. Two of these initiatives will be 
implemented for the 2016 season.

� e most signi� cant is the introduction 
of four new classes for the National 

Championships to be held at Cirencester on 9, 
10 and 11 September. � ese classes will be the 
Evolution Class for Ponies, the Evolution Class 
for Horses, the Young Pony Class and the Young 
Horse Class.

All four classes are modelled on the FEI 
format for Young Horses, but with a number 
of additional features. While the rationale for 
the Young Horse and Pony classes is probably 
self explanatory, the Evolution classes have 
been designed to introduce and encourage 
competitors making the step from club to 
National and Regional competition. Drivers 
already competing at National and Regional 
competitions will be eligible to enter the 
Evolution Class quali� ers, but at the National 
Championship the Evolution classes will only be 
open to Club drivers not competing at National 
or Regional level.

All four classes will see competitors drive 
the Evolution dressage test and then a course of 
eight-10 pairs of cones set within the same 80 x 
40m arena. � is will be followed by two indoor 
style obstacles which will be set just outside 
the dressage arena. � e schedule is still being 
developed but it is hoped that qualifying events 
will be held at certain National and Regional 
events and possibly at approved club events as 
well.

With marathon vehicles and dress, the 
option for a ‘buddy’ and help with a course 
walk, a maximum time of under 12 minutes, 
and the opportunity to qualify for the BC 
National Championships it is hoped that the 
Evolution Classes will appeal to drivers from 
a�  liated clubs and IHDT, while the Young 
Horse and Pony Classes will give drivers 

introducing young animals competition 
experience in an outdoor  arenabased 
competition. Entry fees will be pegged at £35 
and event organisers will be encouraged to 
charge a reduced entry fee for those willing 
to stay for the whole event and volunteer as 
stewards. � ere will be no start fees and the 
competitions will be open to members of 
a�  liated clubs without the need to join BC.

� e other initiative to be trialled this season 
is that all National and Regional drivers will be 
asked to provide details of the ‘home’ club when 
entering a National or Regional competition. 
A “Club of the year” league table will then be 
run, based on members’ results at National and 
Regional events.

Moving up to Regional 
Events?
If you are a club level driver at present, and wish 
to make the move up to compete at Regional 
events, or Novice classes at National Events, did 
you know that you only need to be an Associate 
member of British Carriagedriving? Tell your 
friends!

Dressage Tests for 2016
� e FEI has published the quali� cation criteria 
for the 2017 FEI World Championships 
for Ponies and Horse Pairs, and European 
Championships for Horse Fours. � e tests for 
Singles and Pairs have been changed therefore, 
the decision taken by Council, in conjunction 
with the ponies’ Chef d’Equipe, to adopt the 
revised tests for our 2016 National Events to 
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maximise our drivers’ exposure to this test. All 
other classes remain the same as 2015.

2016 Events Calendar 
A list of 2016 events is now published on the BC 
web-site. Schedules are printed in the Yearbook 
and are available on-line.

Start fees
Council has agreed that there will be a small 
increase to start fee rates in 2016. Please 
remember that, at our two 2* international 
events, any British Carriagedriving members, 
who are eligible to qualify for the National 
Championships, are required to pay a start fee. 
� is applies irrespective of the nationality of the 
driver.

Prohibited Substances List 
Remember that the 
anti-doping strategy 
BEFAR is administered 
by the British 
Equestrian Federation 
and competitors to 
be tested are drawn 
at random. You are as 
likely to get tested in 
the Novice class as the 
Advanced!

� e FEI Clean 
Sport Website (www.
feicleansport.org) 
lists all the prohibited 
substances for ease of 
reference as does the 
BC web-site under the Information heading.

� e 2016 version of the FEI Equine 
Prohibited Substances List came into force on 
1st January 2016.  � ere are a small number of 
changes. For the detail you should look at the 
revised Equine Prohibited Substances List here: 
www.fei.org/system/� les/2016%20proposed%20
EPSList%20changes_0.pdf 

DEVIL’S CLAW
Possibly the most signi� cant change is the 

addition of HARPAGOSIDE, more commonly 
known as DEVIL’S CLAW, as a Controlled 
Medication. � is is an anti-in� ammatory 
product with pain-relieving properties that 
comes from the Harpagophytum procumbens 
root.

CAUTION: Devil’s Claw is frequently used 
in equine supplements.  It is important that 
competitors check all supplements that they may 
use and discard any that contain Devil’s Claw.

Competitors are advised to be extremely 
careful when using any supplements; there are 
no guarantees that any supplements are free of 
prohibited substances so drivers should assess 
the need and assess the risk before embarking 
on the use of supplements.

Other changes to the list are:
• Ammonium Sulphate and Ammonium 

Sulphide added as Banned Substances. 
• Codeine re-listed as a Controlled Medication 

(previously a Banned Substance).
• Phenibut added as a Banned Substance.

� e BEF’s National Equine Anti-Doping and 
Controlled Medication Rules (BEFAR) adopt 
the FEI’s Equine Prohibited Substances List in 
its entirety so the changes that came into e² ect 
on 1st January 2016 will also apply at National 
level.  BEFAR applies to all riders, drivers and 
vaulters competing in any a�  liated competition 
and competitors are reminded that testing can 
take place at competition of any level.

� e presence of a prohibited substance 
in a horse’s sample can result in a minimum 
sanction of a period of ineligibility of six 
months, disquali� cation from the event at 
which the sample was taken, a � ne and an order 
to pay costs.
• For more information regarding Equine 

Anti-doping please visit http://www.bef.
co.uk/Detail.aspx?page=Equine-Anti-
Doping.

INTERNATIONAL
New selection procedure
At the 2015 BC Conference, Council pledged 
to review the selection procedure. A  ́er 
consultation with class members and chefs 
d’equipe, Council has formulated a new 
selection procedure which will apply to all 
classes starting a selection process in 2016. 
Classes with championships in 2016, who 
started their selection process in 2015, will 
continue under the previous terms. From 
2017, the new selection procedure will apply 
to all classes. � e details are published in the 
2016 Rule Book and on the web-site under the 
International heading.

One of the main changes is the need for 
drivers putting themselves forward for selection 
to have achieved FEI 3* status before they can 
start the selection proceedure. � is may mean 
drivers, new to international competition, 
will need to plan further ahead if they hope 
to represent GBR at World Championships. 

Anyone who has driven at three National Events 
(irrespective of the class) is currently eligible 
to be classed as an FEI 2* driver. To get this 
classi� cation entered into the FEI database, 
you need to be registered with the FEI. � is 
can be done using the form on the BC web-site 
and costs £15. Gaining FEI 2* status does not 
necessarily mean you are ready for international 
events but means you do not need to complete 
two FEI 1* events should the FEI change their 
Rule Book in the future. 

Young Drivers European 
Championships
Following the withdrawal of Biblis (GER), the 
bureau allocated the FEI European Driving 
Championship for Young Drivers, Juniors & 
Children to Schildau (GER). � e event will take 
place from 22 to 25 September 2016.

Above: Tara Wilkinson, bronze medallist in the 
Junior section at the 2014 FEI European Youth 
Driving Championships  
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